Declaring Independence

On July 4, 1776, church bells
rang in the city of Philadelphia. The
Declaration of Independence had
been accepted by the Continental
Congress. The United States said it
was no longer ruled by Great Britain.

Thomas Jefferson had less than
three weeks to write the Declaration
of Independence. When he gave
the document to the Continental
Congress, Jefferson was asked to
make some changes. He had to change U7 words or phrases and
add 3 new paragraphs. Congress then made 39 more changes to the
document! Jefferson wasn’t happy about these changes, but he did
what the men asked.

The Declaration said that “all men are created equal” and everyone
had the right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” No one could
take these rights away, not even a king. The Declaration listed all the
unfair things the British king had done. Finally, it said the colonies were
a free nation.

It took more than words for Americans to win their freedom. The
Americans fought the British until 1783. Then a peace treaty was signed
in Paris to end the war. Seven years after Thomas Jefferson declared the
country’s independence, the United States was truly free.
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Answer each question.

@ How much time did Jefferson have to write the Declaration?

@ How many changes and additions did Congress ask Jefferson to make?

How did Jefferson feel when Congress changed what he had written?
Why do you think he felt this way?

@thﬂ rights does the Declaration say everyone has?

@When did the United States finally win its fight for freedom?
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Independence Kriss-Kross

Fit the following words from the story into the grid below.
We've put in the first word to get you started.
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Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence with a quill pen. A quill pen is
made from a bird’s feather, or quill. The tip is dipped into ink in order to write.

Find and color seven quill pens hidden in the picture below. <=

©2005 by Evan-Moor Corp. ® EMC 6306 * U.S. Facts & Fun D



Page T1

Page 12

Page 13

‘Camplas tha o s pugsh wsngwirdatiom ha sy

seroas .
R ————y T T 2N 2
srotatoghe £ L b ¥ o

.10 1S3, tha Amancan g hod

forty eightu:

ER———rr S N N - )
ndHawl
[h[isTtTolr [y]
e
<7 5] & [ ¥
Volilf[ely] (<] [
a h| [n
[Fle]r [t [y[eli|a[h]t
[5] T [r

—|e L=
[ TTaf 316
et @ @ € N € g in g esta s

ame B % @ F 8 o represniin sous
Ut ssnusgpew s O M g T € 5§

[ 1)

LU LU LU L LU L L LA
£TARRY COPE

ha g oz b
halis ey

EITE T B LRS- B waw - LMos
saem=1d-0 I ) FLETE
51-26- 18 - € (LB L) ERERES 5
s = 5L =F FERS TR Ui

spem=Blon  am.w -ldop

LIV LU LA LUV LRI LT L LU
— Be FLAG____

0 ke W, 777, Cangrass anniancad ha ha Lndiad St b vouldhava B 0 and

AN S o013 w0 7S o 2 Mo bgecind By, v ook uva B 05

Flog Cuy Congrass didnaf soy how e stors shoukdoa crnged sodfrar s sl
; S |

Con you fndanch of ha kil 1 sfowsin ha wond seorc? hapoma o aah sos
b ot ko Adar you i woch stom, coer h sy ne s noma. Ba s oo

e
LR
AN
AN
[y
A BA
A
f )
& A D
B i FF
LA L
-
2 =i
(4 HTA
&£ TVR
S OMNETILT T e e o7 v TrvmEns
T4 MARFLAND TYMASSUCHUEETTS 57 HEW HAMPSHIE
£ NEWN ERSEY T HEW Y ORE S MORTH CARCLING

TRNSUANE  CRHOEEAND ST SOUHCAROLN

[T u)

Page 15

SR

JR—
[ T

@ s

8

{8 s oo Congees hongatuhet b hd oo
Wiy o you think ha ff ihs woy?

unhappy - Answers will var

[ TR ——
life, liberty, and the pursuit of

[T RpTR——————

i7es

e . R TR )

Page 19

Show o' Knowl,

ortsfm Than purita
i i bt . war

Taint s s B
Pemystomppuozon £ Ut he rn
it

g X SURCE BB U

[ru——— . a bama

vty manss varamy iz f ee o inas

Duonsranemnnnz W Y 5 wwpunr

B conaoncamotuouta el oot P8 @ ML utos
10

®Nmmsmnh<mnmimmn £ r _ﬁ_ P

Page 16

LRI LLR LR LRI LL L LN L]
Independence Kriss-Kross

FE NG Blowng war & hm I shay inke a grd b ow,
Weva put inhe frst vonf gt you strtad

P Vi, 8 @ it ey

&
v B
I 3
3 1
p[Ec[L/a[rRATTI[ON
o R G
cl E
| 1] P E[A[C[E
L L I
B ROY W
E|s| [§ o
R Eﬂm
T 1 D
ad T 5]
\F"“’r Wq,({. @ e W°’1‘;, @ﬂ,w h'%
%‘: Mhsn CECQLARATION

[P ———

Page 20

- e I ; m T
Pl
e

Usa it Bon Gacrpa Westington Conars moma b zpal 6

M s i bk, Eneh K vl b it
iy onca, and ol narsvd | b usad

Do s ot et s you s £
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER

1 Gmating npa baasn M0 5 @

2 Gy night

3 Alagablsk bt crow

4. Samatting han oy egg

5 Oppocka o b near

R T—p—— Y .Y

DEPE=s 1" "« POy

Wi b
mvaran pags N7

_Answers will vary.

(v

©2005 by Evan-Moor Corp. ® EMC 6306 # U.S. Facts & Fun

Page 17
T
Hidden Quills ..~

Aqilpan s
e foim o bid's R or qul. T e s dpeadine ki e ik

i ey savan Qull s ESann 1a FCLN BN ~=Frae

S tas g W )

Page 21
T

PEANDT MAIH-uP

oo it ha s s afpasrur b ot a tha s Crck tham




